
The Voice of the Good Shepherd 

June 2010 
( good-shepherd.us & little-lambs.us ) 

 
The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd is a Christian community empowered by the Holy Spirit to 

witness to the good news of Jesus Christ through worship and service, in faith and with love, to all people. 
  

Council Meeting Minutes for May 10, 2010 
In attendance were the following: 
Pastor Ed, Gil Vatter, Garry Westerweller, , Lil Nemcik, Andy Mathisen, John Crump, Pat Miller, Steve Miller,  
Karl Torjussen,  Tom Tehve, Lou Medici, and Elizabeth Westerweller. 
 
Sharon Oberkehr, Amanda Westerweller, and Mike Carp were absent.   
 
Gil opened the meeting with prayer 
 
Devotions led by Pastor Ed.   

• Read from John 18: 15-18, John 18: 25-27 and John 21: 1-19  
 
Council Minutes from 04/12/10, were approved as written.  
 

Reports 

 

Treasurer’s Report presented by Pat Miller.   

• Report attached 

• Pat had some questions that were tabled till New Business 
 

Christian Education Report  

• VBS will be the first week in August 

• Theme will be “Fire” 
 
Evangelism Report was presented by Lil 

• Blue folders are out and some have been distributed 
 

Fellowship Report   

• No Report at this time 
 
Finance /Stewardship Committee Report presented Gil 

• Committee did not meet 

• Ernie Brinkman continuing to meet with insurance companies.  
 
Property Report presented by Steve Miller 

• Steve signed a copy of our maintenance agreement with Shore Maintenance to continue our relationship 
with them.  

• 5/22/10 will be next scheduled work day 

• Tom Tehve discussed the parking lot issues 

• Tom also proposed a plan to enclose the Closet in the “cry room” with a curtain type structure.  This 
proposal was approved by Council 

 
Social Ministry was presented Gil 



• 63 Cans were delivered to St. Marks.  (our lowest output to date) 

• Over 500 cans delivered, so far, this year 

• Status of Household product collection continues to be updated in our bulletin.  
 
Worship and Music Report was presented by Andy 

• Choir will be concluding at the end of May 

• Altar Guild will continue the program of pouring the Chalice once monthly for Communion.  

• Bible study classes have been well attended 

• Memorial Garden push is on with a Monument to be engraved.   

• Looking for plant donations 
 
Youth and Family Report was presented by Liz Westerweller 

• Youth Group met with 4 youth’s in attendance 

• Survey was handed out to gauge interest in activities 

• Liz sent a calendar to all present to see when best time for first event  

• Bowling will probably be our first official outing 

• Garry called Holmdel Community Church’s youth group leader.  They have a very active group of 12, 
grades 7-12th.  They have invited us to some of their upcoming events.   

• We will cross promote events with them  
 

Pastor’s Report 

• Midway through Hebrews – finish June 9th 

• Midway through Ezekiel – finish June 

• Confirmation Class finishes, May 26th 

• Funeral services were held for Jean Smith and Alan Brubaker 

• Attended Secretary’s Lunch with Pat Dunn in Red Bank (Cluster event) 

• Will supply Sharon with “Fire” theme scriptures for VBS. 
 
President’s Report Presented by Gil 

• Thank you letter (attached) to Nancy Hergenhan for Youth Group donation 

• Letter to George and Lois Frank (attached) congratulating George on his retirement.   

• There appears to be no interest in NJ Women’s ELCA 

• Passed out Giving Report for ELCA for Council review 

• Received Thank you card from Pat Dunn 

• Donations were received in Alan Brubaker’s name 

• One such donation came from Doctor Michael Santos, DDS 

• Council discussed our relationship with the NJ Synod 

• Council will not meet in July and August (same as last year) 
 

Old Business 

• None 
 

New Business 

• Souper Bowl of Caring money to be divided equally between St Marks, Lunch Break, and Calico Cat.  
($440.00 ea) 

• Remaining money collected for hunger was matched by Thrivent bringing the total to $2886.00 

• Gil will discuss with Mike and Pat as to where to send these funds.  

• Miae Recital raised $1562.00, including matching funds, for ELCA disaster relief designated for Haiti.   



• Holmdel Fire # 1 and Holmdel First Aid squad asking for donations.  Lou moved we give $50.00 to 
each, Karl seconded and Council unanimously approved 

• Agreed to send Life Line their $100.00 deposit back  

• Lou moved and Karl seconded the motion to send move 15K from our checking account to ELCA 
mission.  Unanimously approved by Council. 

 
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.   
Minutes respectfully submitted by: Garry Westerweller 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER (submitted by Gil Vatter) 

Once before in the "President's Corner", I mentioned the sign which hung over the desk of the chief engineer at 
Hamilton Watch, where I was gainfully employed for twenty years. The sign was a simple black on white 
message, about  six inches by twelve inches and read, 'THE GREATEST PAIN IS THE PAIN OF CHANGE". 
As you can see, it made a profound impact on my psyche and I think of it often. 
  
I thought of it again a week or so ago after I spoke with someone at the Trenton headquarters of the New Jersey 
Synod about the next step in the congregation's return from losing its pastor. As part of the ongoing procedure 
to finding a pastor, the Council was required to provide a fourteen page report, a "Ministry Site Profile", in 
which we tried to briefly describe who we are, what we do and what kind of clergyperson we hope to attract to 
our parish. It is not a five minute project, I assure you. The Executive Committee labored long and hard and the 
Council contributed to writing the best profile of Good Shepherd we could as well as the most accurate 
description of what kind of pastor we felt was needed in Holmdel. 
  
Whatever happens, as a result of this "Ministry Site Profile", one thing is sure; eventually and maybe sooner 
than later, Good Shepherd will have its worship services led by someone other than Ed Schmidt. One day soon, 
Pastor Ed will be saying goodbye to the parish and we will be welcoming someone we have yet to meet. 
Traumatic? Yes. Pastor Ed has been a treasured part of our church family for two years, but we are required to 
replace our interim-pastor with a full or part time pastor as part of the ongoing process. At this point, the part 
time pastor is our only financial alternative. As a long time Lutheran, I have gone through this kind of trauma 
quite a few time over the years. In my view, it must be something like living through a divorce and finding a 
new mate. One loses the companion with whom you have shared so much happiness as well as sorrow and 
you open a new chapter, a chapter which requires lots of patience and understanding as life moves on. 
  
Change in our lives is inevitable. Without it, our existence would be extremely bland, without challenge and 
without exposure to new things to learn and, sometimes, adopt. In the coming months, we as a congregation will 
be greatly challenged, we will be exposed to many new things, our reliance on continuity may be strained 
and some of us will begin looking back at the "good old days", when things were much more comfortable and 
the future was always predictable. 
  
I must warn you; a change in pastors will not be the only thing that changes at Good Shepherd. If this 
congregation continues to aim for the path of return to growth and dynamic results, a change in other facets of 
our church lives must also be in our plan for the future. Rather than distrust and reject change, we must seek and 
embrace the means to grow and to offer our church as a site for significant worship and meaningful social 
action. We have been told to proclaim the good news of the Gospel. Now is the time for us to make that move. 
  
The old Romans summed it up well; "sic transit gloria mundi" - Thus passes away the glory of this world. We 
cannot allow what we have achieved to "pass away" but we have no alternative but to try to improve it.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

AROUND THE PARISH   (submitted by Gil Vatter)  
1. The LADIES LUNCHEON GROUP met at Huddy's Inn in Colts Neck on May 21. Talk with BARBARA 
HAHER about the June luncheon. 



  
2. Did you know - Athieism is a non-prophet organization. (LARRY JACKSON) 
  
3. Don't forget to bring some food to church for your needy neighbors. 
  
4. RACHEL MATHISEN recently spent a week in Honduras. Bienvenido senorita!!! 
  
5. Thanks and a tip of the Good Shepherd turban to PASTOR ED.  June 27 will be Pastor Ed's second 
anniversary at Good Shepherd. 
  
6. All ERNIE BRINKMAN wants for Christmas are his two front teeth - Boy, those California cookies are 
dangerous. 
  
7. Doesn't "expecting the unexpected" make the unexpected expected? 
  
8. What fun it was to have most of the FRANK FAMILY worship with us on Mother's Day. Also here that 
Sunday were EDIE KIBLER and her daughter, CAROLINE WHERLI and ALETA GENOVA. Just like "Old 
Home Week". 
  
9. Speaking of the FRANK FAMILY, we repeat a tip of the Good Shepherd derby to the Right Reverend 
George, who recently celebrated the GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY of his ordination.  
  
10. A woman was trying hard to get the ketchup out of the jar. During her struggle the phone rang so she asked 
her 4-year-old daughter to answer the phone. "Mommy can't come to the phone to talk to you right now. She's 
hitting the bottle." 
  
11. VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be from Monday August 2 to Friday August 6. 
  
12. A tip of my hat to PATTY VATTER. We'll be married 57 years on May 30. 
  
13. The church was filled with RED on Pentecost. Didn't know there were so many shades of that color. 
  
14. RANDI and BOB STETZ marched in the Norway Parade in New York on May 16. 
  
15. SHARON OBERKEHR looks great after a "procedure" in early May. Glad to see her back. 
  
16. PAT and PASTOR ED celebrated 44 years of wedded bliss on May 25. Congrats. 
  
17. When asked how it feels to hit 90 years of age, GEORGE GROH replied, "Old". 
  
18. Congratulations and best wishes to SHIRLEY and LARRY JACKSON who celebrate their 62nd wedding 
anniversary in June. Wow - 62nd! 
  
19. It was that well know philosopher, PASTOR ED, who said, "A diet is just mind over platter". He 
recommends the "tranquilizer diet"......You don't lose any weight, but you just don't care. 
  
20. BILL WHERLI recommends a daily dose of chocolate for what ails you. Bon appetite!! 
  
21. PAM and JIM MURTAUGH, (TRUDY and CHARLIE MILLER'S daughter and son-in-law), recently 
began training their third "seeing eye" dog in Connecticut. 
  
22. JOAN and BOB HORLACHER worshiped with us on Sunday May 2. 



  
23. LOU HOWSON reports that ZELMIRA'S "valve job" is working nicely. She is making a very good 
recovery from surgery.  
  
24. Thanks and a tip of the Good Shepherd beret to the few folks who turned out for Work Day on May 22.  
  
25. A little boy got lost at the local country club and found himself in the women's locker room. When he was 
spotted by a few of the women, the room burst into shrieks, with ladies grabbing towels and running for cover. 
The little guy watched with amazement and then asked, "what's the problem? Haven't you ever seen a little boy 
before?" 
  

PLEASE KEEP YOUR OFFERINGS UP TO DATE THIS SUMMER 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

HUNGER IN AMERICA – 2010    (submitted by Gil Vatter) 
   
In the middle of a financial crisis, 37,000,000 people, including 14,000,000 children, received food from one of 
the nations many food banks, food pantries, soup kitchens and shelters last year, an increase of 46% from pre-
recession days. The food banks of Monmouth County have been working hard to try to keep up with the 
increase need for their services in our area.  
  
In the relatively affluent Counties of Monmouth and Ocean alone, over 127,000 people received emergency 
food through pantries and soup kitchens in 2009, an 84% increase over the number served in 2005. (Of 
these, 51,000 were childen) This is more than 2 1/2 times the 19,000 served in 2005. Of the families receiving 
food, 22% had been recently unemployed, within the last 12 months. 55% of the households had one or more 
members working, but they still could not afford to put enough food on the family table. In 2005, 44% of all 
households were working poor. 
  
Almost 1/2 of all households served by the food pantrys listed a job as their main source of income. Another 1/3 
listed Social Security or disability benefits as their main source of income, but only 6% listed welfare as their 
main source of income. 
     - Many receiving food were late paying rent or mortgages (35%) 
     - Many had to choose between paying for food or rent (49%) 
     - Many had to choose between paying for utilities or food (53%) 
  
Food pantries and soup kitchens saw a significant increase in the number of people who patronized their 
facilities last year and this year, which means a bigger challenge to find more food to meet this challenge. 
Almost all of the pantries and kitchens in Monmouth County are run entirely by volunteers with only a few 
paid administrators. Most are designed to serve a particular neighborhood or town, (Red Bank, Neptune, 
Keansburg, Keyport, Middletown, etc.). All depend on the generosity of churches, foundations, charitable 
funds, super markets, private donations, etc. to provide the food they require on a regular, continuing basis. 
  
Good Shepherd has been providing food for several of the local pantries and kitchens on a regular basis for over 
ten years. Food is provided through a variety of programs, such as: 
     - Regular monthly collection of food in the narthex (More than $1,000 each year). 
     - Monthly "St. Marks Sponsors" program (More than $900 each year). 
     - St. Marks Toy Project (Over $350 last year). 
     - Lunch Break (Over $1,100 last year). 
     - ELCA World Hunger Appeal ($2,100 last year). 
     - SouperBowl of Caring ($3,732 last year). 
     - Community Outreach Group (Calico Cat) household goods (Over $1,800 last year). 
     - Miscellaneous local charities (Over $600 last year) 
  



The gifts listed above are examples of "NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS", no more than what is 
expected from members of a Christian community such as ours. Our gifts in 2009 now become our challenge 
for 2010 and for future years. The need is great and we must respond to the needs of the organizations 
attempting to help the hungry in our vicinity.  
  
NOTE: Statistics used in this article are from The Foodbank of Monmouth and Ocean Counties, a nonprofit 
which collects and distributes more than 6 million pounds of food from its warehouse on Route 66 in Neptune, 
N.J. to over 270 food pantries, soup kitchens, shelters and other programs in both counties.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

THRIVENT HELPS GOOD SHEPHERD SUPPORT LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES   
During April, the North Shore, NJ Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans assisted the Good Shepherd 
congregation in helping several local food pantries serve the needy in our area, assist in the disaster in Haiti and 
support feeding the hungry in the world. Good Shepherd has participated in the Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans "Care Abounds in Community" program over the past few years, which has enabled the church to 
substantially increase the effectiveness of its contributions.  
  
The three April checks, which include Thrivent's contribution include : 
  
1. $1,320 for the SouperBowl of Caring. 
  
2. $1,500 for Miae Park's concert for Haitian Relief. 
  
3. $3,906 for ELCA World Hunger. 
  
With these checks, the congregation continues its 2010 outreach to the world. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SOCIAL MINISTRY REPORT 
- In April, the Social Ministry Committee delivered 63 cans of food to St. Marks Pantry, along with 17 boxes of 
dry food and two plastic bags full of baby food. To date in 2010, Good Shepherd has contributed over 550 cans 
of food plus other miscellaneous items. Don't forget your hungry neighbors when you shop for groceries each 
week. 
  
- Contributions to the Community Outreach Group (COG) Food Pantry at the Calico Cat continue to pile up in 
the old kitchen. Items still needed for the scheduled june delivery are listed each week in the bulletin. 
  
- The 2010 CROP WALK is scheduled for Sunday October 17 on a five mile route through three towns. The 
30th anniversary goal this year is $130,000. 
  
- The congregation, with the help of Thrivent, has contributed over $6,000 to fight hunger to date in 2010. 
Thanks to all who contributed. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

A FEW NOTES FROM THE CHOIR (submitted by Gil Vatter) 
- On Wednesday May 26, Miae Park, Minister of Music, will host the members of the choir at her home for an 
indoor picnic and the final rehearsal of the 2009-2010 season. This is a tradition which Miae has been following 
since she became organist and choir master at Good Shepherd and a tradition enjoyed by all the members of the 
choir.  
  
- The choir thanks Jonathan Kim (MIae's son), cellist and Robert Kim, violinist, who presented the prelude and 
the postlude at the worship service on Sunday May 23. The musicians also accompanied the choir as they 
presented "Sweet Holy Spirit" by John Purifoy, as their offering. The postlude, "Peace Be With You", arranged 



by P. Kristianson, was particularly effective, as the two string players with Miae on the piano presented this 
beautiful finish to the worship service. 
  
The choir will resume rehearsals in late August or early September and invites anyone wishing to sing with 
them to "make a joyful noise unto the Lord" as their weekly offering. 
 

 

Youth Group Bowling Outing – some pictures to enjoy 
 

   

   

   

   



   

 

  

 
 
 
  



June  2010 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

   1pm & 7pm 
Bible Study 
 

   

6 7  8 9 10 11 12 

9- Adult Forum 
10 - Service  
 

7pm – 
Finance 
Cmt Mtg 

 1pm & 7pm 
Bible Study 
 

  
 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

9- Adult Forum 
10 - Service  
 

7pm – 
Council 
Mtg 

7:30 – 9:00pm 
Compassionate 
Friends 

   
 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

9- Adult Forum 
10 - Service  
 

     
 

 

27 28 29 30    

9- Adult Forum 
10 - Service  
 

      

       

       

 


